Miss BICH LIEN
A Good Daughter of Buddha

(Journalist: VO Van Tuong, English Translator: Thich Nt Gioi Huong,
Photo: Documentary)

The Renunciation of Miss V0O Bich Lién

On 15 February 2015 at Nhu Lai Thién Ty Temple in San Diego, Southern California,
USA, under the approvement of Most Venerable Thich Giac Nhién — the leader of the
Buddhist Mendicant Sangha in the world and other venerable monks, Venerable Thich
Minh Hoi organized the ceremony of haircuts and prayers for a female Buddhist, Tam
Hoa, whose world name is V3 Elizabeth Bich Lién, and Dharma title is Lién Ngoc. The
sangha also appointed her to return Vietnam to attend the official renunciation in Ngoc
Van Mendicant Temple.
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On 26 February 2015 (i.e. the 8™ of the 1St lunar month At Mui year), the renouncmg
ceremony for Miss Bich Lién was held greatly and repespectfully at Ngoc Van Temple,
Bic Binh province, Binh Thuén county. Most Venerable Thich Giac Hoang and Most
Venerable Thich Nitr Di€u Lién, the abbess of Ngoc Van Temple, honorly attended to
bless for her. After the teaching from Most Venerable Thich Giac Hoang, Miss Bich Lién
now aka Reverend Thich Nir Lién Ngoc expressed her good reason to be a nun. Her voice
was so emotional and sensitive as she reviewed her reasons for renouncing;:

“The nature of the world is suffering. It is the greed inside a human being which causes
the world misery. The selfish desire without bottom creates the karma so that it pulls
human beings to be reborn in samsara. Life is impermanent. All the glories of the world
cannot compare to the wonderful Dharma which uniquely brings true happiness in our

life.

I am present here in this life. That means I still engage one more step into the cycle of
suffering. Previously I did not know about the impermance. I thought wrongly that my
presence is magic and I have to enjoy the material world happily for a worthwhile life.
From childhood, I always heard people around me who defined the meaning of happiness
as having material wealth rather than inner peace.



In my whole life, I have hustled to pursue this so-called “happiness,” but what does
happiness mean? It is a delicious food, a beautiful dress, a luxury mansion, fame, and
other needs that the impure body has desired. Engaged in the current life and covered by
the ignorance, I am squirming on the way o search for happiness. During the journey to
find the world happiness, many times I have reached on the highest ladder of fame, but
also not few times I encountered the bitterness of failure. Running after the current life
and competing with the opponents made me aware of the dangers of greed, hatred, and
delusion. Many nights I wondered if [ will forever hold my material possession, or if [ am
only a temporary visitor in life? How can I get rid of the cycle of life? What a waste a
time as I have been continuously in this samsara!

Fortunately I came to know the Three Jewels, the Jade Buddha statue for the World
Peace, the wonderful Buddha Dharma teachings from sangha and good Buddhist friends.
Then I realize that I am as a person who used to live in the darkness, suddenly and
happilly grabing the torch to see the road. I know that the truth is here. This is the path to
liberation. There is not any supreme happiness more than the stillness of the soul. If we
still try to find happiness outside the mind, we will never find it.

1 spent a certain period of life having a good chance to know the Buddha Dharma, meet
the virtue masters, and Buddhist friends. I realize that it is a right track on which I must
travel in the rest of my life and the afterlife. Thanks to the Three Jewels, I have the right
view, right thought, and right action. This debt is measureless because the Buddha,
Dharma, and Sangha guide me how to enter the path of the infinite wisdom, the eternal
peace, and getting out of suffering.

I promise to be diligent, support the Three Jewels, and help people to repay my parents.
May the Buddhas bless for my beloved deceaseds as well as the alive relatives. May my
beloved ones devote and gain merit in Buddhism. May all my relatives support my
renunciation because this is for the sake of happiness not only for myself but also for
many. There is much other gratitude on my shoulder, I promise to be a virtuous nun to
repay worthily.

Renunciation does not escape from life. It is integrated into life to bring Dharma light to
sentient beings and help them understandthe cause and effect doctrine and the spiritual
teachings to get out of the misery. Life is inherently impermanent, relative, and
temporary. The fame, fortunre, and greed attract people in the world illusion. The
attachment bonds human beings in suffering without being stopped.

Choosing the nunnery life is the struggle for myself in this life and many next ones; to
overcome these challenges on which I can consolidate my will to be a nun. I do not dare
to be self-complacent, because I know my ability as a tiny water droplet in the ocean, or
a dust in Thai Son Mountain. May I always be on the right track, take the Dharma path,
and experience the selflessness and compassion nature.”



After expressing her sincerely faithful words, she receives many bunches of fresh flowers
as well as Buddhist affection from people at the hot sand and sea breeze city. Next
program, the renouncing ceremony starts. All clergy and Buddhist followers recite loudly
the ordained scripture while venerable monks shave her hair. Many relatives and
Buddhist followers drop their tears as they see each segment of her hair falling down on
the ground. How emotional it is! How noble and joyful in the Buddhist relationship it is!
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The abbess of Ngoc Van Temple helps V6 Elizabeth Bich Lién cut her hair



Miss VO Bich Lién now turns into a nun Thich Nt Lién Ngoc who is integrated into the

monastery life. Each day, she must wake up at 3:30 am to recite, meditate, join temple

work, and learn Buddhist precepts and Dharma, and so on.
© i S(

Reverend Thich Nt Lién Ngoc with her relatives
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Miss VO Bich Lién as a precious jewel in life

Miss V0 Bich Lién’s family originated from Quang Nam but she was born and raised in
Phu Quéc Island, Kién Giang province. She, her brother, and two sisters settled down in
the United States in 1980. In the course of 35 years, at the second homeland, she has
improved herself by her ability, wisdom, and talent. She became a successful woman, and
has made great contributions in society.



In 1986, she won the Miss of Traditional Vietnamese Dress in Kansas, United States. In
1996, at a special program that honors women in Northern California, she won the First
Runner. In 2004, in the city of Rosemead, Los Angeles County, she was elected as Miss
Lady. In 2006 at the Recreation Center and Hollywood, she won the title of Miss Princess
of Asia.

In particular, she has brought the honor to all Viethamese women when winning the Miss
Asia International Competition in 2012. This is the 24™ of Virgelia Production, Inc. to
honor the beauty, talent, wisdom, and the traditional cultural value of thousands of Asian
competitors in 58 countries around the world which is organized annually in the United
States. She expresses her feeling after receiving Miss Asia in the World:

“Bich Lién wants to prove the uniqueness of Vietnamese women with the world. Bich
Lién is only a woman, just paving bricks in order that the next years, there will be other
young Vietnamese women who are more beautiful and talented than Bich Lién, can win
the triumph as Bich Lién today. It marks the radiant images of Vietnamese women in the
world.”

In 2013, Miss Bich Lién has been involved in recruiting the Miss United States with the
role as the main sponsor, the judge, or the chief examiner, such as the contest “Miss &
Mrs Vietnam International 2013 held in San Francisco, Miss Global 2013 in Orange
County, especially the contest of “Miss Vietnam World” in Long Beach, California, in
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July 13, 2013 by her chief judge. In 2014, the contest “Miss Vietnam World” invited her
as “Beauty Ambassador” cum Chief Judge in Las Vegas in October 31, 2014.

HuyKhiem Photography

Miss Vo Bich Lién graduated M.A. of Beauty in the United States. She also continued
her professional development in the famous Beauty Institutes in France, Italy, Germany,

and Japan. She was the General Manager of EV Princess Cosmetics Co., BL Miracle and
Herbs EV.

Her Beauty Salon Bich Lién and Cosmetic Pharmaceutical EV Princess are founded by
Miss VO Bich Lién and has been active for more than 20 years. It is a well-known
cosmetic production and presents in 15 countries including USA, UK, Australia, Canada,
Germany, France, Switzerland, Vietnam, and so forth. She, who is a prestiguous cosmetic
specialist in the world, is an instructor in both of the beauty schools (International Beauty
College) in Northern and Southern California. She was selected as an Entrepreneur (A
Business Woman of the Year) of the United States in 2005 and 2006 respectively. She,
who was the only Vietnamese woman, is honored by California Small Business
Association in 2010.
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Based on the talent and dedication of Miss Bich Lién, the US President George W. Bush
honored her as the outstanding woman in the minority people who is bearing American
citizenship, invited her to attend a party at the parliament in Washington, DC, in 2006. By
July 2012, President Barack Obama also invited her to attend the party in the capital as an
honored guest.
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In addition, Miss VO Bich Lién was titled as “Miss Charity” and the “Angel of the
Unfortunate,” because in 2006, she founded the Bich Lién Charity Foundation and her
position as the chairman. She was willing to participate in funding organization of most
Vietnamese people who encountered the difficulties in the United States, Vietnam and
other countries. She said: “I have learned the hunger and poverty from life. Today, luckily
I have food and money. In recent years, I often help Vietnamese people in the US and
especially I often go back to Vietnam to do charity in many places with the aim to ease a
part of people’s sufferings.
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On the website: www.hovuvovietnam.com by Vi - VO Vi¢t Nam clan, there is an article
“Elizabeth Vo Bich Lién - Angel of those unfortunate” written: “In 2007, Vinh Long, Tra
Vinh, and Go Cong Tay, hundreds of the elderly patients who are suffered by cataract,
regained happily their vision under the sponsorship of Bich Lién. In Vinh Thuédn and Tan
Thuan, she removed the old wiggling bridge and replaced it with a firm concrete bridge.

In Kién Giang and Tién Giang, she built two classrooms for pupils who have the same
her Phi Quoc hometown. Also in Kién Giang, she built dozens of wells in the remote
areas where people do not have enough water to use.

At other places, she built housing for unlucky children, orphans, and the lonely and
elderly people. She also donated to make the concrete roads to help elementary school
pupils avoid muddy roads daily. She sponsored funds for alleviating poverty, funds for
children with disabilities, funds for Agent Orange and flood victims.

For the fellows on Phu Qudc Island, she offered gifts and food for the poor people and

built four grateful houses for families of Bui Van Hung, Nguyén Vin Khuong, Tran Ngoc
Thanh, and Nguyén Khic Canh.

13



— —
LE KHANK THANE
g
CAU NAM TIEN
/ ; I'P. RACH GIA AEN GIANG
(it e B e el i U SAS

PEESISENET S

Regards to the social and life, she sponsored two bronze statues of the scholar Lé Quy
Don and the hero Nguyén Trung Truc at Bén Tre and Kién Giang provinces. She also
bought the 1,500m? land to build the worship house for Vii - V3 Viét Nam clan in Phu
Quoc.

On the website: www.nhatbaovanhoa.com (Vietnamese American Artists & Media
Association Inc.) in the United States, there is an article: “The Activities of Miss Bich
Lién, General Manager of EV Princess Cosmetics Co at the first 13 years of the 21st
century” which write about on the prominent woman who excel in the marketplace. She

14



1s considered as a generous benefactor for community activities in many fields of culture,
politics, society, religion, and so forth.

On May 12, 2012, the Charity Foundation at Pho Minh Pagoda, Rach Gia city
inaugurated Nam Tién 5 Bridge in Vinh Thuén district, Kién Giang County. The bridge,
which was built completely with a total budget of more than 100 million dong
(Vietnamese currency) was sponsored by Miss Bich Lién.
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On August 8, 2012, Miss Bich Lién attended the inauguration ceremony and handing the
charity crematorium over to the authority of Thon Ddn temple, Binh An zone, Rach Gia
city, Kién Giang county. The total cost of the project of one billion Vietnamese dong, was
donated by Miss Bich Lién. Her good will helped the poor people have a free funeral
ceremony when they die. After that, their ash remains can transfer to worship at Pho
Minh Pagoda (for Kinh and Chinese ethnicity) or Thén Dén Temple (for Khmer people).

In 2012, on the Vu Lan occasion, at Phd Minh Pagoda, Rach Gia city, Miss Bich Lién
donated 130 million Vietnam dong for 200 disabled people and 200 scholarships for
middle school pupils who had overcame difficulties, to study well, and have good
behavior.
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In the morning of July 5, 2013, Miss Bich Lién attened the anniversary program of one
year established Lac Long Quan Theater in Saigon with the theme: “Heart for Love”. She
donated 100 million Vietnam dong to support the shelters for orphans and disability
people in Saigon and the Mekong Delta provinces.

In the United States, for decades she had worked closely with the Vietnamese Senior
People Association in Vinh Kim Son. She donated money to take care of the lonely or
less fortunate fellows once they died. To Miss Bich Lién, wherever there is disaster,
suffering, distress, she will be there for them with all her heart. Typically, during the
tsunami and earthquake in Japan in 2011, she joined the Board who held two fundraisers
in the Bay Area and she was one of the main sponsors of the program.

On July 23, 2007, the Radio Free Asia (RFA) said on July 12, 2007, Miss Bich Lién went

to Cambodia to give gifts to the Viethamese community who are living in the floating
village on Bién HO and supported 100 eye surgeries for poor overseas Vietnamese there.
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Information from Bich Lién Charity Foundation reveals the money range for her annual
charitable is from $ 100,000 to $ 150,000. The main donations includes of building
temple, helping 500 eye surgeries for cataract patients, giving good conditions for poor
children with disabilities; constructing 10 bridges, nursing home, crematoria, and wells in
the remote areas.

Many of the articles praised and compared the compassion of Miss Bich Lién as the heart
of the sea. Her body and heart are as beautiful as the great of Phu Qudc Island. More than
two decades, she caught people’s hearts by her generous charity work. At the present, her
younger sister V& Thu Nga with her musican husband Lé Minh Hién (two main members
of Tu¢ Pang Zen music group) who take incharge the entire business of EV Princess
Cosmetics Co., BL Miracle and Herbs EV. In many years, Tu¢ Dang Zen music group
often has sung to serve the community in the Buddhist monasteries and charitable
organizations in the United States. May singer VO Thu Nga enormously develop Miss
Bich Lién’s business and participate in charity also enormously as espected his respectful
sister.
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Reverend Thich Nir Lién Ngoc (aka Miss Bich Lién) and her successors (V6 Thu Nga
and Lé Minh Hién)

In Vietnam, most venerable Thich Nit Di¢u Khong, most venerable Thich Nir Tri Hai, and
many other nuns came from notable families and they gave it up to enter to the monastery
life. They are the role model for Buddhist women, are worthy to be the good daughter of
Buddha.

In the United States, there has also a famous nun - most venerable Karuna Dharma whose
world name is Adele Pettingill Joyce. In 1940, she was born in a devout Protestant family,
living in Wisconsin. In 1969, she met a Buddhist master who is a Vietnamese monk —
most venerable Doctorate Thich Thién An. She helped him to found the International
Buddhist Monastery in Los Angeles in 1970 and she became the Director of this
Monastery in 1980 respectively. In 1976, she, who was the first woman to become a nun
in the Buddhist Sangha in the United States, is the good daughter of Buddha.

Buddhist lady Tam Hoa Vo Bich Lién possesses the heavenly beauty, the rare talent,
courage, and the vast compassion which is recognized by her emotional words in the
renouncing ceremony: “Life is impermanent. All the glories of the world cannot compare
to the wonderful Dharma which uniquely brings the true happiness in our life.” She is
aware the value of detachment and drops all illusional material behind to be a nun who
follows the wisdom and compassion of the Buddha. Miss Vo Bich Lién — Reverend Thich
N Lién Ngoc is a good daughter of Buddha.
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~ HOAHAUVOBICHLIEN
NGUOI CON GAI LANH CUA bUC THE TON

Bai: V6 Van Tuong, anh: tu li€u

L& thé phat xuit gia ciia Hoa hiu Vo Bich Lién

Vao ngay 15 thang 02 nim 2015 tai Nhu Lai thién tu, thanh phd San Diego, mién Nam
tiéu bang California, Hoa Ky; dugc sy chung minh ctia Pai 1ao Hoa thugng Phép chu
Gi4o hoi Phat gido Tang gia Khat si Thé gii Thich Giac Nhién cing chu Téon duc chimg
minh, Hoa thuong Bon su Thich Minh Hoi di cit toc ciu nguyén va chimg minh cho
Phat tir Tam Hoa, thé danh V& Elizabeth Bich Lién xin xuét gia, ban phap hiéu 1a Lién
Ngoc va chi day ¢6 vé tinh xa Ngoc Van ¢ Viét Nam 1am 18 thé phat xuat gia.
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Budi 18 thé phat xuét gia cia Phat tir Tam Hoa dugc to chiic trang nghiém, trong thé tai
tinh x4 Ngoc Vén, huyén Bic Binh, tinh Binh Thuan, Viét Nam vao lic 09 gio sang ngiy
26 thang 02 ndm 2015, nhim ngay mung 8 thang giéng nim At Mui. Chimg minh budi 18
c6 Hoa thugng Thich Giac Hoéng va Ni truong Thich N Di€u Lién, tru tri tinh xa Ngoc
Van. Sau 161 gido huan ctia Hoa thuong chimg minh, v6i chat giong trim 4m, sau ling, Ni
c6 Lién Ngoc da tac bach dén chu Tén dic Gido phém va dai ching tham duy. Loi tac
bach co6 doan:

“Thé gian nay bdn chd't la khé, chinh long tham cua con nguoi lam cho thé gian nay dau
khé. Long ham muon vi ky khéng c6 diém dieng da thic day tao nghiép va kéo ta cir mdi
troi lan trong ludn héi, sinh tr. Cugc doi la vo thuwong, moi vinh quang cua thé gian
khéng thé nao sanh véi diéu mau nhiém cia dao 1y, chi ¢ Phét phdp méi mang dén hanh
phuic that su.

Con c6 mat trén cuoc doi nay la them mot lan budc vao vong luan hoi dau kho. Thé
nhung, tride day con khéng hé biét diéu nay, cir nghi sie ¢6 mdt ciia minh la diéu ky diéu,
va phdi song thdt hanh phiic dé khéng uéng kiép nguwoi. Tir liic nhd, con luén nghe moi
nguwoi xung quanh minh dinh nghia vé hanh phiic, va ldp trinh cho thé hé sau vé mot
hanh trinh Iy twong dé truy tim hanh phiic. Suét mot doi con phdi lin Ién, bon chen dé
tim cdi goi la “hanh phuc” do, nhung hanh phuc la gi? La an ngon, la mac dep, la nha
Ion, la cao sang, la danh vong va nhiing nhu cau ma cdi than toi 16i nay doi hoi. T heo
dong doi cudn tréi, con mé mo tam téi, civ mdi loay hoay di tim hanh phuc. Trong suot
quang dwong di tim cdi hanh phiic d6, ciing da bao lan con véi tay 1én nhitng ndc thang
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danh vong diém 1¢ va cao sang, nhwng ciing khéng thiéu nhitng lan that bai dém dau é
ché. Cir dudi bat véi cude doi, cir dua tranh véi déng loai khién con nhdn thirc sw hiém
nguy cua tham lam, san hdn va si mé, dé roi nhiéu dém con tu hoi, ta sé vinh vién nam
gitr hién tai cua vat chat danh vong, hay no sé la cua cuoc doi ma ta la nguoi khach tam?
Lam sao dé thoat khoi sw xoay chuyén ciia cudc doi néu ta cie mdi tram ludn nhw thé ndy
qua ngay thang thoi dua?

Réi hanh phuc thay, con duoc biét dén Tam Bao, dén ton twong Phat Ngoc Hoa Binh T hé
gidi, dén nhitng bai phdp huyén diéu ciia chie Ton dirc, nhitng 16i dao 1y cia cdc bdc
thién tri thirc ban hitu... va réi biét rang, con nhw nhitng nguoi dang quo quang trong
dém t6i bong nhin thdy ngon dudc soi duong. Con biét rang chén Iy la day, con duong
giai thoat la day. Khong c6 hanh phiic nao bang sw yén tinh ciia tdm hon. Néu ta van tim
hanh phuc o bén ngoai tam, thi sé vinh vién khong bao gio tim dwoc an lac that su.

Pa di mét quing doi, con méi cé dwoc duyén lanh dén véi Phdt Phdp, méi gip dwoc thay
lanh ban dao. Va con biét ddy mdi chinh la con dwong ma con phai di trong phdn doi
con lai va mdi mdi nhitng kiép sau. On ma con phdi nong voi Tam Bao la khong thé tinh
ké dwoc, d6 la cdi on cho con bude vio con dwong di vé véi dnh sang tu¢ gidc vo tdn,
con dwong di dén noi an lac vinh hdng, con dwong bude ra khéi ludn hoi sinh tir.

. Con nguyén tinh tan tu hanh, phung sw Tam Bdo, phung su ching sinh dé lam mon
qua hiéu dap dén céng on cha me. Con cau nguyen héng dn Tam Bao gia ho cho Cuu
huyén that t6 dwoc siéu thang va than bang quyén thudc hién tién nhiéu phude lanh, dao
tam rong mo va an lanh trong dao ly. Xin hdy yén tam, vi con duwong ma con di la con
dwong dwa dén hanh phiic, an vui cho nhiéu nguwoi, chir khéng ich ky cho riéng minh. On
doi triu ndng, thé nén con sé nguyén long dén tra ximg ddng.

Xudt gia khong phai la trén chay cuoc doi, ma la hoa nhap vao cuoc doi, dem Chadanh
phdp dén véi ching sinh, giip nguoi tin hiéu nhéan qud, gido Iy tu hanh, thoat be kho,
hieomg bo gidi thodt. Cude doi von da vo thuong, tiwong doi va tam bo; danh loi cuén hiit
con ngudi khéng cé ngay ra khoi, nhitng luyén di rang budc con nguwoi trong tam toi dau
khé khéng cé ngay ding lai duorc.

Chon con dwong xudt gia la tw chién diu véi chinh minh suot cd cude doi va nhiéu
kiép khdc niva. Chinh phai qua thir thach méi ¢é thé ciing cé dao e ciia minh. Con
khéng dam tw man vi t hiéu rang minh nhé bé nhi giot nwéce gitka dai dwong, nhur hat
bui duwoi ngon Thai Son.Con nguyén mai mai tu hanh chdn chinh, di theo con duong
Chanh Phdp, nguyén tim vé si vé ngd va long dai bi.”

Sau 10i tac bach chan thanh, c6 dd nhan dugc nhidu bé hoa thim twoi tinh cam yéu
thuong noi xur s& cat nong va gid bién. Ti€p theo, tir chung cung nhau tung vang bai k¢
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xudt gia trong khi chu Ton dire cao toc cho ¢6. Tung mang toc cua co roi xuong cung voi
nhitng giot nuéc mét tudn roi cua than quyén va nhiéu Phat tr tham du. Biét bao su xtc
dong, nghen ngao dién ra trong niém hy lac va tinh dao vi !

Ni truéng tru tri tinh x4 Ngoc Van dang xudng toc
Phat tir Vo Elizabeth Bich Lién
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Hoa héu V6 Bich Lién bay gio la Ni ¢6 Thich Nir Lién Ngoc, dang hoa nhap vao sinh
hoat chon thién mon. Moi ngay, thue day tir 3 gio 30 sang, Ni ¢6 tung kinh, ngoi thién,
hoc gidi luat, hoc Phat phap, lam viéc chua ...

Ni ¢6 Thich Nt Lién Ngoc chup anh chung
v6i ngudi than trong gia dinh
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Vién ngoc quy Vo6 Bich Lién giira cugc doi

V& Bich Lién gbc ¢ tinh Quang Nam, sinh ra va 16n 1én tai dao Phi Qudc, tinh Kién
Giang. C6 cung anh va hai em gai dén Hoa Ky nam 1980. 35 nim trén qué hwong thir hai,
¢ da vuon 1én bang chinh nghi luc, tri tué va tai ning, trd thanh ngudi phu nit thanh dat,
va da cong hién cho xa hoi nhiéu diéu t6t dep.

Nam 1986, c6 da doat giai Hoa hau Ao dai Kansas, Hoa Ky. Nam 1996, trong chuong
trinh vinh danh phu nir viung Bic California, c6 doat giai dé¢ nhit A hau. Nam 2004, tai
thanh phé Rosemead, quan hat Los Angeles, c6 duogc bau 1am Hoa hau Phu nhan. Nam
2006 tai Trung tam giai tri va dién anh Hollywood, c6 doat danh hiéu Hoa hau Coéng
nuong A Chau. Pic biét, c6 di dem vinh dy vé cho phu nir Viét Nam khi doat giai Hoa
hau Asia International 2012. Pay 1a cudc thi lan thir 24 coa Virgelia Production, Inc.
nham vinh danh sdc dep, tai nang, tri tu¢ va gia tri van hoa truyen thong ciia hang ngan
thi sinh gbc A Chau dén tir 58 qudc gia trén toan thé giéi duoc t6 chirc hang nim tai Hoa
Ky. C6 tam su sau khi dang quang Hoa hau Phu nhan A Chau Thé gidi: “ Bich Lién
muén chitng minh nét déc dao ciia phu niv Viét Nam voi thé gidi. Bich Lién chi la nguoi
phuy nit mé dwong, chi la vién gach 16t dwong, dé nhitng nam ké tlep, s€ co nhitng phu nir
Viét Nam khac tré dep, tai gioi hon Bich Lién doat dugc chién thing vé vang nhw Bich
Lién ngay hém nay hau lam rang ré hinh anh ngueoi phu nir Viét Nam trén thé gioi”.
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Sang nam 2013, ¢6 da tham gia nhiéu cudc tuyén lgya Hoa hau tai Hoa Ky vdéi tu cach la
nha bao trg chinh, 14 gidm khao, 1a chanh chu khao, nhu cudc thi “Miss & Mrs Viét Nam
International 2013” t6 chirc tai thanh phd San Francisco; cudc thi Miss Global 2013 tai
Orange County; dac biét 1a cudc thi “Hoa hau Vi¢t Nam Thé gi61” tai Long Beach,
California ngay 13 thang 7 nim 2013 do c¢6 lam Chanh Chu khao. Nam 2014, Ban to
chire cudc thi “Hoa hiu Viét Nam Thé gi6i” da moi ¢6 lam “Pai st Sic dep” ki€ém Chanh
Chu khao cudc thi tai Las Vegas ngay 31 thang 10 nam 2014.

HuyKhiem Photography

Hoa hau V& Bich Lién da t6t nghiép Cao hoc nganh Tham my tai Hoa Ky. C6 con tiép
tuc di tu nghiép & cac trudng ThAm my danh tiéng tai Phap, Y, Pirc, Nhat. Co 1a Tong
Giam d6c hé théng Cong ty EV Princess Cosmetics, BL Miracle va Duoc thao EV. Trung
tam tham my Bich Lién va Dugc my pham EV Princess do ¢6 thanh 1ap da hoat dong hon
20 nim qua, 1a thuong hiéu my pham ndi tiéng hién c6 mat tai 15 qudc gia nhu: Hoa Ky,
Anh, Uc, Canada, Ptc, Phap, Thuy S1, Viét Nam ... C6 1a mét chuyén gia thAm my co uy
tin trén thé gidi, 13 giang vién thim my cua hai tru’O’ng thAm my & Béc va Nam tiéu bang
California (International Beauty College). C6 dugc chon lam Doanh nhan nir (Business
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Women of the Year) cia Hoa Ky ndm 2005 va nam 2006. C6 la ngudi phu nir gde Viét
duy nhat dugc Hi¢p hoi Tiéu thuong California vinh danh nam 2010.

Qua tai niang va su céng hién ciia Hoa hau Bich Lién, nim 2006, Tong thong Hoa Ky
George W. Bush da tu tay trao tdng c6 phan thuong cao quy va tuyén duong la Phu nir
Xuét sic trong nhirg ngudi mang quéc tich My goc thiéu sd, dong thoi moi co du tiée
cung cac nghi s Qudc hoi tai Washington, D.C. Pén thang 7 nam 2012, ¢ lai dwoc Tong
thong Hoa Ky Barrack Obama moi dén thu d6 dy tiée voi cuong vi khach moi danh du.
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Ngoai nhitng danh hi¢u Hoa hau trén, V6 Bich Lién con dugc ménh danh 1a “Hoa hau tir
thién” va 13 “Thién thin cia nhitng nguwoi bat hanh”, boéi vi nam 2006, t6 chic tir
thién Bich Lién Charity Foundation ra doi do c6 1am Chu tich, d3 san sang tham gia tai
trg hau hét cic to chirc cua ngudi Viét con gap kho khin trén dit My va nhimg cong tac
tir thién tai qué nha ... C6 da tAm su:“ Poi dd cho em biét thé ndo la déi khat va nghéo
khé. Ngay nay, doi cing cho em an nén lam ra. Con nguoi ta dén lic ra di thi chi ¢6 hai
ban tay trang Cua doi thi phai tra lai cho doi. Khong riéng gi o My ma nhiing nam
thang gan dady, em thuong veé qué nha va ciing lam tir thién & nhiéu noi, mong sao xoa diu
dwoc phan ndo néi dau ciia ba con .

Website: www.hovuvovietnam.com ctua Hoi déng dong ho Vii - VO Viét Nam, trong bai
“Elizabeth Vo Bich Lién — Thién than cua nhitng ngwoi bat hanh” c6 doan viét: “Vao
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nam 2007, tai Vinh Long, Tra Vinh va Go Cong Tay, tong s6 may tram ngudi gia bi bénh
duyc thay tinh thé d3 14y lai 4nh sang cudc doi dudi su tai trg ciia Bich Lién.

Tai Vinh Thuan va Tan Thuén, c6 da thdo g& bo nhitng cai cau lac 1éo va thay thé bang
cau bé-tong cdt thép.

Tai Kién Giang va Tién Giang, c¢6 dd x4y dung hai phong hoc cho cac em hoc sinh 13
ngudi co cung qué huong Phu Qubc dang theo hoc & céc tinh nay. Ciing tai Kién Giang,
nhirng noi héo lanh thiéu nuéc sinh hoat, c6 da xay dung hang chuc giéng nudc.

Nhiéu noi khéc, c6 di x4y nha & cho tré em bat hanh, md c6i va ngudi gia neo don; 1am
duong bé tong gitp hoc sinh tiéu hoc hang ngay khong phai di qua con dudng lay 16i. Tai
nhiéu noi, c¢6 da tham gia tai trg quy xoa d6i giam nghéo, quy tré em khuyét tit, quy nan
nhan chat d6c mau da cam va quy nan nhan thién tai 1ii lut.

Péi véi ba con d6ng huong trén huyén dao, c6 da tang qua va luong thuc cho cac ho
nghéo va xiy dung bdn cin nha tinh nghia cho cac hd gia dinh cac 6ng: Bui Vin Hung,
Nguyén Vin Khuong, Tran Ngoc Thanh va Nguyén Khic Canh.

CAU NAM TIEN

A\ IATA ] : ]
sl / Jile friia e i

29



V& mat x3 hoi V~a‘1 doi séng, co dfl tai trog duc hai tuong déng nha bac hoc Lé Quy Don va
anh hung Nguyén Trung Truc d€ tang cho hai tinh Bén Tre va Kién Giang. C6 cling da bo
tién ra mua 1.500m* dat dé xay dung tr duong dong ho Vii - VO ¢ Phit Quoc ...”

Website: www.nhatbaovanhoa.com (Vietnamese American Artists & Media Association
Inc.) tai Hoa Ky, trong bai “Vai nét vé ching dwong hoat dong 13 nim diu thé ky 21
ciia Hoa hiu Bich Lién, Tong Gidm déc EV Princess Cosmetics” di diém qua mot sb
sinh hoat n6i bac ctia ngudi phu nit thanh cong vuot byc trén thuong truong, vira la nguoi
phu nit dugce danh gia 1a mot nha manh thuong quan rong rai dbi v6i cac sinh hoat cong
ddng trong moi lanh vuc vin hoa, chinh tri, xa hoi ... khip noi.

Ngay 12 thang 5 nam 2012, Hoi tir thién chtia Phd Minh, thanh phd Rach Gia di t6 chic
khanh thanh cAu Nam Tién 5 thudc huyén Vinh Thuin, tinh Kién Giang. Cu duoc xay
v6i téng kinh phi hon 100.000.000 dong do Hoa hiu Bich Lién tai tro chinh.
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THON DON
.Rach Gia

Ngay 08 thang 8 nim 2012, Hoa hau Bich Lién di tham du 1& khanh thanh va ban giao
cong trinh 10 hoa tang tir thién tai chua Thén Dén, phuong An Binh, thanh phd Rach Gia,
tinh Kién Giang. Téng kinh phi cong trinh 1a 1.000.000.000 déng (mdt ty dong) do Hoa
hau tai tro chinh. Pay 13 tAm nguyén cua c¢6 mudn giup d& cho nhitng nguoi nghéo khod
khi qua doi c6 noi hoa tang mién phi, va phan hai cdt duoc chuyén vé tho phung tai chua
Phé Minh (ngudi kinh va nguoi dan toc Hoa) hodc chua Thon Dén (ngudi dan toc
Khmer).

Nhan dip 1& Vu Lan bao hiéu nim 2012, tai chtia Phd Minh, thanh phd Rach Gia, Hoa hau
Bich Lién da tang 130.000.000 ddng cho 200 nguoi khuyét tat va 200 hoc bong cho hoc
sinh cp 2 vuot kho, hoc gioi, hanh kiém tot.
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Sang ngay 05 thang 7 nam 2013, Hoa hdu Bich Lién da tham gia chuong trinh ky niém
mot ndm thanh 13p san khau kich Lac Long Quan tai sai Gon voi chu dé “Trdi Tim Yéu
Thuong”. C6 da trao tang 100.000.000 ddng giup d& cac mai 4m tinh thuong, chim lo doi
song tré em mo coi, khuyét tat tai Sai Gon va cac tinh Pong bang Song Ciru Long.
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Tai Hoa Ky, c¢6 di gin bo véi Hoi nguoi Viét cao nién ving Vinh Kim Son hang chuc
niam qua, tng ho tién dé Hoi lo hau su cho nhitng déng huong neo don, kém may mén.
Véi Hoa hau Bich Lién, noi dau c6 thién tai, dau khd, hoan nan can co su tiép tay ho trg
déu c6 sy huong ung nhiét tinh vai tat ca tim 1ong nhan 4i cta co. Pién hinh, trong vu
thién tai song than va dong dAt tai Nhat Ban vao nam 2011, ¢6 di tham gia Ban td chire
hai budi giy quy tai ving Bay Area va 1a mot trong hai nha béo trg chinh cua chuong
trinh.

Trang thoi sy Pai A Chau Ty Do (RFA) ngdy 23 thang 7 nam 2007 cho biét vao ngay 12
thang 7 nam 2007, Hoa hau Bich Lién da dén Campuchia tang qua cho cong dong nguoi
Viét sdng & lang noi trén Bién Ho va hd trg 100 ca md mét cho Viét kiéu nghéo & day.

Thong tin tir Bich Lién Charity Foundation cho biét s6 tién chi tir thién cua Hoa hau moi
nam tir 100.000 USD dén 150.000 USD, trong d6 nhiing cong viéc chinh la: cing duong
Tam Bao dé xay dung phép vién, tinh x4; tai trg 500 ca md mét dem lai anh sang cho
nhitng nguoi bi dyc thity tinh thé; chiam lo doi séng cho tré em nghéo, khuyét tat; xay
dung 10 cau nong thon; xdy nha dudng ldo, xdy 10 hoa tang, xay giéng nudc & nhiing
vung héo lanh ...

Nhiéu bai bdo dd ca ngoi tAm long tir 4i ctia Hoa hau Bich Lién 14 tim long cua bién. Co
da mang trong minh vé dep man ma, dam tham ctia bién troi noi xi dao gi6 swong. Cong
viée tir thién c6 dd 1am thAm dAm tinh ngudi trong hon hai chuc nim qua. Bay gio, Giam
dbc diéu hanh toan bo cong viéc kinh doanh cua Cong ty Dugc my pham EV Princess &
BL Miracle 1a ¢6 em gai Vo Thu Nga cing chong 1a nhac si Lé Minh Hién, hai thanh vién
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chinh trong nhém thién ca Tué Dang, nhom da dem tiéng hat phuc vu cong dong qua cac
sinh hoat tai cic tuy vién Phat gido va céc to chuc tir thién tai Hoa Ky trong nhiéu nam
qua. R4t mong ca si V& Thu Nga phat trién su nghiép kinh doanh t6t dep boi phan va
tham gia céng viéc tir thién ciing boi phan ngudi chi kha kinh caa minh.

Ni c¢6 Thich Nﬁf Lién goc cung hai em 14 ca sT V3 u Nga va nhac si Lé Minh
Hién,
ngudi ké tuc su nghiép kinh doanh va cong viéc tir thién ciia Hoa hau V5 Bich
Lién

O Viét Nam, Ni truong Thich Nir Di¢u Khong, Ni su Thich Nt Tri Hai va nhiéu vi ni
xuat than tir danh gia vong toc, khi 16n 1én da quyét tdm thé phat xuat gia, tu hanh chan
chinh, dao dlrc sang ngod1, 1a nhitng ngudi con gai lanh cua dirc The Ton.

O Hoa Ky, Ni su Karuna Dharma, sinh ndm 1940, thé danh 1a Joyce Adele Pettingill,
trong mdt gia dinh Tin Lanh ngoan dao, cu ngu tai Wisconsin. Nam 1969, c6 gap duogc vi
thiy ngudi Viét 1a Hoa thugng Tién si Thich Thién An, di gitp Hoa thuong sang lap
Thién vién Phat gido Qudc té & Los Angeles vao ndm 1970, tré thanh nit Vién truong vao
nam 1980. Nam 1976, Ni su 14 ngudi phu nit dau tién tré thanh vi nit tu trong ting doan
Phat gido & Hoa Ky, 14 ngudi con gai lanh cta dtic Thé Ton.

Phat tr Tam Hoa V& Bich Lién, v6i nhan sic tuyét tran, voi nghi lyc va tai nang hiém co,
véi tam long tir 41 bao la, da nhén thic trong 101 tac bach: “Cugc doi la vo thuong, moi
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vinh quang ciia thé gian khéng thé ndo sanh véi diéu mau nhiém cia dao Iy, chi co Phdt
phdp méi mang dén hanh phiic thdt si.”” Co d nhan thic budng bo, da thé phat xuat gia
dudi anh tr quang cia Nhu Lai, budc vao con duong anh sang tué giadc vo tan. Hoa hau
V& Bich Lién - Ni ¢6 Thich Nit Lién Ngoc 1a ngudi con gai lanh cta dtrc Thé Ton./.
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